INTRODUCTION
A stereotaxic atlas and technique for diencephalic nuclei is available for a limited number of teleost species, including goldfish, Carassius auratus , killifish, Fundulus heteroclitus , and rainbow trout, Oncorhynchus mykiss (= Salmo gairdnen) (Billard and Peter, 1982) . In the stereotaxic techniques used for goldfish and killifish, the anterior mid margin of the posterior commissure (PC) is used as the zero * Correspondence and reprints point, and coordinates are based on measurements from the zero point and brain surfaces. In the technique used for rainbow trout, the zero point is based on skull coordinates and position of the fish in the head holder. When using PC as the zero point, the skull has to be widely opened and the brain exposed. This is relatively easy for fish of a small size. However, In the present work, an atlas of diencephalic nuclei and a stereotaxic technique, using the PC as zero point, is described for Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) parr ranging from 20 to 30 g in body weight.
MATERIALS, METHODS AND RESULTS

The stereotaxic apparatus
The apparatus is similar to that used for killifish The surgical procedure used for the Atlantic salmon parr was derived from that described for goldfish and killifish (Burnstock, 1958 
Preparation of the atlas
The atlas was prepared according to the procedures used for goldfish . A correction for shrinkage of 3% (Billard and Peter, 1982) 
Nomenclature of diencephalic nuclei
The nomenclature used for the diencephalic nuclei of the Atlantic salmon was the same as that previously used for goldfish , killifish and rainbow trout (Billard and Peter, 1982) , with some revisions according to Bradford and Northcutt (1983) . A suprachiasmatic nucleus was recognized in the goldfish by Bradford and Northcut (1983) (Schafer et al, 1989) , and a dopaminergic group of cell bodies has also been reported in this area in goldfish (Kah et al, 1984) . Given that there is a continuum of periventricular cell bodies in the preoptic region, and that multiple functional zones will likely be identified, we prefered to maintain the relatively simple nomenclature for preoptic nuclei originally described for goldfish , killifish and rainbow trout (Billard and Peter, 1982) . Bradford and Northcutt (1983) (Peter and Fryer, 1983) , and it is not clear how any nomenclature scheme can recognize these subdivisions.
In accordance with the recommendations of Bradford and Northcutt (1983) , nuclei identified in goldfish , killifish and rainbow trout (Billard and Peter, 1982) 
